
ABSTRACT 
WA-I-413 18th Century 
Rose Mill Site 
Funkstown Vicinity 
private 

The Rose Mill, also known as Pleasant Grove Mills, 
was an 18th and 19th century complex which now lies In 
ruins along the Antletam Creek. Worthy of note Is the 
quality 18th century stone work evident In the standing 
segmental arch, part of the original mill structure, and 
In the remains of the mill dam. 
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The Rose Mill site Is located on the north side of Garls Shop Road at the Antletam Creek south 
of Funkstown In Washington County, Maryland. Remaining of the con^lex Is part of a dam across 
the Antletam, a large segmentally arched opening from the main mill and part of a wall around 
the arch and raceway. Foundations and a small stone and frame building also presumably a mill 
located on the east side of the creek were part of the complex as well. The site Is situated 
at Rose Mill Bridge a three arched stone structure built In 1839 (WA-I-347). The bridge was 
constructed with an outshot on Its northwest wing wall to acconmtodate wagons loading and tin-
loading at the front of the mill. 

The remaining parts of the mill site are of stone constrtictlon. It Is possible that the upper 
stories of the mill were timber framed. Although the mill building was located on the west 
bank of the creek, another mill building associated with the complex is located Immediately 
opposite It on the east side of the creek. This is a one and a half story stone and wood 
sided structure which was served by a separate raceway. It is a relatively small structure 
three bfiys wide with a frame addition to its east end. Its west end of stone rises from the 
water's edge and has openings to allow for the mill wheel mechanism. It is possibly a newer 
structure than the ruins on the west side of the creek. 

East of this mill building is a white sided dwelling. It is a multi gabled building with 
porches having an outward appearance of dating from the late 19th century. 

Still Intact is a sizable portion of the mill dam just upstream from the bridge. It is con-
structed of layers of uniformly coinrsed native limestones. 

South of the bridge on the east side of the creek, is a spring opening housed in a limestone 
arched vault. 

According to 19th century deed records, the complex Included a grist mill, sawmill, chopping 
mill and dwelling house. The name of the land grant on which it is located is "Palmyra." 
The property Includes 45.941 acres. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rose Mill, also known as Pleasant Grove Mills, was an 18th and 19th century con?>lex which 
now lies in ruins along the Antletam Creek. Worthy of note Is the quality 18th century stone 
work evident In the standing segmental arch, part of the original mill structure, and In the 
remains of the mill dam. 

According to a 1794 map of Washington County, a grist mill was In operation on this site markec 
with the name John Sharer. Deed records Indicated that John Sharer had his land here, part of 
"Palmyra," resurveyed In 1815. Later the mill property belonged to John S. Rowland who In 
1860 transfered It to Benjamin Rowland (IN15/105). During the 1860's In several dealings 
the property changed hands repeatedly being purchased In 1869 by Robert L. Rose (WMcKKl/303, 
WMcKKl/324). It remained In the Rose family until 1891 whan it was sold to Ellas Emmert and 
then in 1902 to Elvln H. Snyder (97/351, 116/184). It remained In the Snyder family until 

purchased by the family of the present owner In 1947 (243/558). According to a former owner 
an electrical plant was In operation on the site during the early 20th century. 
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Map of the State of Maryland by Dennis Griffith, June 20'^ 1794 
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A Map of Frederick and Washington Counties, State of Maryland. Charles Varl6, 1808 
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A Map of Washington County, Maryland. Thomas Taggart, 1859 
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An Illustrated Atlas of Washington County, Maryland. Lake, Griffing & Stevenson, 1877 
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USGS 15' topographic quadrangle Hagerstown, 1912 (Surveyed 1908, 1910) 
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Rose's Mill, site 

Baltimore Sun 
Monday, Decembers, 1928 

This tattered clipping from the Sun, December 3, 1928, is from the MHS clipping file. It matches the small 
structure in Paula Stoner Dickey's photos in the MHT file. Note the porch posts on the dwelling house. It 
was a cooper shop, a shop for making barrels. - John McGrain 
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